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Figure 1-2: Male & Female Age Distribution 

Source: US Census Bureau 2020 
 
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Households 
The 2020 Census identified 203 households in the Village of Birchwood. Of these, 52.2% were 
family households and 47.8% were nonfamily households. 
 
Household Trends and Projections 
Table 1-4 reveals the composition and characteristics of households in the Village of Birchwood. 
Definitions for household characteristics are provided on page 1-11. Table 1-5 displays Village 
of Birchwood household projections through the year 2040. These projections were developed 
by the Wisconsin Department of Administration in 2013 and are based on the 2010 Census 
count. 
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Table 1-4: Household Characteristics 

Household Characteristics Total % of All Households 
TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 203 100.0% 
 Married-Couple Household 73 36.0% 
  With Children of the Householder Under 18 Years 20 9.9% 
 Cohabitating Couple Households 16 7.9% 
  With Children of the Householder Under 18 Years 5 2.5% 
 Male Householder, No Spouse/Partner Present 59 29.1% 
  With Children of the Householder Under 18 Years 1 0.5% 
 Female Householder, No Spouse/Partner Present 55 27.1% 
  With Children of the Householder Under 18 Years 9 4.4% 

 
Households with One or More People under 18 Years 49 24.1% 
Household with One or More People 65 Years and Over 74 36.5% 

 
1-Person Household 81 39.9% 
2-Person Household 63 31.0% 
3-Person Household 19 9.4% 
4-Or-More-Person Household 40 19.7% 
Source: US Census Bureau 2020 

 
Table 1-5: Historic and Projected Households 

Year 2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 

2020 
Proj. 

2025 
Proj. 

2030 
Proj. 

2035 
Proj. 

2040 
Proj. 

WDOA 227 200  207   214   216   212   202  
Source: US Census Bureau & Wisconsin Department of Administration Projections 
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Household Income 
In the American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021, the Village of Birchwood 
reported the eighth lowest median household income of all municipalities in Washburn County. 
The lowest reported median household income was $27,303 in the Village of Minong. Within the 
village, nearly 58% of households reported incomes of $50,000 or more. Approximately 27% of 
village households earned $25,000 per year or less (Table 1-7). 
 

Table 1-7: Household Income 

Household Income % 
Less than $10,000 0.0% 
$10,000 to $14,999 11.6% 
$15,000 to $24,999 8.2% 
$25,000 to $34,999 7.5% 
$35,000 to $49,999 15.0% 
$50,000 to $74,999 27.9% 
$75,000 to $99,999 7.5% 
$100,000 to $149,999 17.0% 
$150,000 to $199,999 5.4% 
$200,000 or more 0.0% 
Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2016-2021 

 
Median Income, Per Capita, and Poverty Level 
In the American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021, the median household income 
was estimated to be $54,063. This figure is slightly below the median household income for both 
Washburn County and significantly lower than the median household income as indicated in 
Table 1-8. Per capita income for the village is lower than that of the county and the state, while 
the poverty level is slightly higher. 
 

Table 1-8: Income Comparison 

Characteristic Village of 
Birchwood 

Washburn 
County 

State of 
Wisconsin 

Median Household Income $54,063 $54,550 $67,080 
Per Capita Income $25,321 $32,188 $36,754 
% Below Poverty Level 13.8% 13.3% 11.9% 
Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021  
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DEFINITIONS 
 
Housing Unit - A house, apartment, mobile home, group of rooms, or a single room that is 
occupied (or if vacant, is intended for occupancy) as separate living quarters. Separate living 
quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from any other persons in the 
building, and which have direct access from the outside of the building or through a common 
hall. 
 
Household - All the people who occupy a housing unit.  
 
Householder - This is the person or one of the people in whose name the house is owned, being 
bought, or rented. Two types of householders are distinguished: a family householder and a 
nonfamily householder. 
 
Family Household (families) - A household maintained by a householder who is in a family (two 
or more people residing together, and related by birth, marriage, or adoption), and includes any 
unrelated people (unrelated subfamily members and/or secondary individuals) who may be 
residing there. The number of family households is equal to the number of families. 
 
Nonfamily Household - A householder living alone or with non-relatives only. 
 
Married-Couple Household - A family in which the householder and his or her spouse are 
enumerated as members of the same household. The married couple may or may not have 
children living with them. 
 
Per Capita Income - Calculated as the personal income of the residents of an area divided by the 
population of that area. 
 
Median Household Income - The average income received in the previous calendar year by all 
household members 15 years old and over, including household members not related to the 
householder, people living alone, and others in nonfamily households. 
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Land Use 
 

1) Extra-territorial zoning/STH 48 5)  Review of current zoning 
2) Regulation of nonmetallic mines 6)  Lake multi-use 
3) No junkyards    7)  Inability to enforce ordinances 
4) Lack of enforcement of zoning 8)  TIF districts 

codes and ordinances 
 

OVERALL GOAL STATEMENT 
 
The Village of Birchwood has prepared a number of goals and objectives that include actions 
and policies to address land use activities of the village. The goals and objectives are intended to 
assist the Village Board and local property owners in implementing actions deemed important 
and in the interest of the community. Optimally, the set of goals, objectives, and actions 
described in this plan are to be implemented to fully achieve the desired outcome. A full set of 
the goals, objectives, and actions are included in the implementation element of this plan. 
 
The overall goal is to maintain the quality of life in the Village of Birchwood and to continue to 
work towards making it a better place to live, work, and play. To do this the overall objective of 
the Village of Birchwood is to guide future development and redevelopment of the community in 
a manner consistent with the goals, objectives, actions, and identified programs contained in this 
document. The overall policy is to adopt and implement the comprehensive plan and continue to 
work with the adjacent and overlapping jurisdictions. The overall policies and programs outlined 
throughout the action plans represent the methods to achieve the overall plan goal. 
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2: HOUSING 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Usually, most rural villages contain a high percentage of single-family homes, often with few 
other housing types available. As new people move in and the population ages, other types of 
housing will have to be given some thought in order to provide the variety needed to meet the 
needs of residents. This comprehensive plan reviews the existing housing stock and provides 
recommendations to meet future housing needs. 
 
HOUSING STOCK CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Table 2-1 displays historic housing stock data from 1980 to 2020. In 2020, the total number of 
housing units in the Village of Birchwood was 263 and the average household size was 1.98. 
 

Table 2-1: Housing Stock 1980-2020 

Year 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 
Total Housing Units 256 252 269 290 263 

Occupied Housing Units (Households) 185 196 227 200 203 
   Owner-Occupied Units 126 134 165 133 115 
   Renter-Occupied Units 59 62 62 67 88 
Vacant Housing Units 71 56 42 90 60 
   Seasonal Units - 46 36 67 50 

Average Household Size 2.36 2.26 2.28 2.21 1.98 
Source: US Census Bureau 

 
Owner-Occupied Housing Units 
The majority of occupied housing units in the Village of Birchwood are owner-occupied. 
According to the 2020 Census count, 56.7% of all occupied housing units were identified as 
owner-occupied. Projections indicate that owner-occupied units will continue to comprise the 
majority of all occupied units through 2040. 
 
Renter-Occupied Housing Units 
Renter-occupied units comprised only 43.3% of all occupied housing units in the Village of 
Birchwood according to the 2020 Census count.  
 
Seasonal Homes 
Because the Birchwood area has traditionally been a tourism and recreation destination, the 
village maintains a number of homes identified as seasonal or for recreational use. This category 
includes all types of recreational uses, including summer homes. 
 
Trends that have been identified as taking place throughout northern Wisconsin in the past 10 to 
15 years also may impact the Village of Birchwood. One is the conversion of seasonal homes 
into permanent residences, especially by individuals at retirement age. Two, is the conversion of 
permanent homes into seasonal homes as area residents retire and spend winters in a more 
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Housing Market 
The Wisconsin Realtors Association Housing Statistics database was used to determine the 
number of home sales and prices within Washburn County from 2018 to 2022. This database 
does not include residential properties for sale through private individuals. Within Washburn 
County, there were 340 home sales in the year 2022, ranging in price from $175,000 to 
$380,000. The median sale price of residential listings was $241,000. Figure 2-1 compares the 
number of housing sales by month for the years 2018-2022. Figure 2-2 compares the median 
home prices by month for the years 2018 to 2022. 
 

Figure 2-1: Washburn County Number of Home Sales 

 
  Source: Wisconsin Realtors Association 
 

Figure 2-2: Washburn County Median Home Price 

 
 Source: Wisconsin Realtors Association 
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Value of Existing Housing Stock 
The American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021 estimated the median value of 
an owner-occupied housing unit in the Village of Birchwood to be $109,600. Of the estimated 90 
total owner-occupied housing units, 74.4% were valued at less than $150,000, while 25.6% were 
valued at $150,000 or more. Figure 2-3 gives a detailed breakdown of existing housing values in 
the Village of Birchwood. 
 

Figure 2-3: Value of Owner-Occupied Housing Units 

 
 Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021 
 

Affordability Analysis 
Affordability of owner-occupied and renter-occupied housing units is critical to sustaining 
population and employment levels for local businesses. According to the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), affordable housing costs including utilities, taxes, 
mortgage, or rent payments, and insurance, should not be greater than 30% of the total household 
income. If the housing costs are greater than 30%, households may have difficulty making ends 
meet. Table 2-6 indicates the monthly owner costs as a percent of household income, as reported 
by the American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021. In the Village of Birchwood, 
25.5% of housing units with a mortgage cost 30% or more of the monthly household income. 
 

Table 2-6: Monthly Owner Costs as a Percent of Household Income 

Percent of Household Income Units % of 
Units 

Less than 20% 38 42.2% 
20.0 to 24.9% 29 32.2% 
25.0 to 29.9% - - 
30.0 to 34.9% 2 2.2% 
35.0% or More 21 23.3% 
Total Owner-Occupied Housing Units 90 100.0% 
Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021 
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Rental costs vary based on many factors, including the quality of housing, number of bedrooms, 
and overall size of the housing unit. Table 2-7 gives the number of renter-occupied units by gross 
rent according to the American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021. During that 
timeframe, the median gross rent was estimated at $349. 
 

Table 2-7: Renter-Occupied Housing Units by Gross Rent 

Gross Rent Units % of 
Units 

Less than 15.0% 25 45.5% 
15.0% to 19.9% 2 3.6% 
20.0 to 24.9% 20 36.4% 
25.0 to 29.9% 5 9.1% 
30.0 to 34.9% - - 
35.0% or More 3 5.4% 
Total Occupied Units Paying Rent 55 100.0% 
Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2017-2021 

  

 
Property Taxes 
Property taxes can have a significant impact on housing affordability. Homeownership can be 
out of reach for low-income families who otherwise may be able to afford a $400 per month 
mortgage payment but cannot afford the additional $100 per month in property taxes. Property 
taxation is directly correlated with assessed valuation of land and property. Demand for rural 
land and waterfront property in Washburn County has caused substantial increases in land value. 
The increased land valuation coupled with rising government and school costs has caused 
significant increases in taxes assessed to Washburn County property owners. 
 
HOUSING PROGRAMS 
 
The Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning legislation requires that the Village of Birchwood 
compile a list of programs to provide an adequate housing supply that meets existing and 
forecasted housing demand. 
 
Washburn County Housing Authority - The Washburn County Housing Authority has various 
sites throughout Washburn County with affordable housing for elderly and disabled individuals. 
Properties are located in Birchwood, Shell Lake, and Spooner. The Housing Authority also 
manages Multi-family Section 8 housing in Minong and affordable HOME Program units in 
Birchwood, Minong, and Spooner. 
 
Northwest Regional Housing Program - The Northwest Regional Housing Program, 
administered by the Northwest Regional Planning Commission, provides financial assistance to 
qualifying applicants for down payment assistance, home repairs, and rental unit repairs. 
Qualifying rehabilitation projects include roofing, siding, heating, electrical, insulation, 
foundation, windows, doors, sewer and water laterals, handicapped accessibility, and well and 
septic. 
 
 



Village of Birchwood Comprehensive Plan 2024-2044 Housing 
 

2-7 

Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) - The Wisconsin 
Housing and Economic Development Authority serves Wisconsin residents and communities by 
working with others to provide creative financing resources and information to stimulate and 
preserve affordable housing, small business, and agribusiness. 
 
USDA-Rural Development - Rural Development administers federal funds to help secure loan 
options to assist low-moderate income families with home purchase and rehabilitation. Rural 
Development generally funds individuals who cannot obtain conventional financing. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Housing Rehabilitation - CDBG funds are 
available through HUD (Housing and Urban Development). These funds are available to public 
or private entities to help offset rehabilitation costs to homeowners, renters, and landlords. These 
funds are in the form of percent interest/deferred payment loans. 
 
Housing Cost Reconstruction Initiative (HCRI) - The Housing Cost Reconstruction Initiative 
provides federal funds for housing down payment and closing costs to low-moderate income 
families. HOME funds are available for the rehabilitation of these homes after the purchase. 
HOME is the largest federal block grant to state and local governments designed exclusively to 
create affordable housing for low-income households. HOME funds are awarded annually as 
formula grants to participating jurisdictions. 
 
Indianhead Community Action Agency - Indianhead Community Action Agency provides 
weatherization (insulation, doors, energy efficient furnaces, etc.) assistance and home 
rehabilitation repair. 
 
HOUSING GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS 
 
A set of recommended goals, objectives, and actions has been developed to assist in the overall 
housing development efforts of the village. 
 
Goal: Adequate range of housing opportunities to meet the varied needs of existing and 

future residents. 
 

Objective 1: Encourage maintenance of existing housing. 

Utilize the existing community development block grant and apply to the 
state for more funds as needed. 
Provide community outreach on available affordable housing down 
payment and home repair assistance programs. 
Aggressively enforce housing ordinances and codes to encourage property 
owners to upgrade and maintain property. 
Enforce public safety and welfare ordinances. 
Address ordinances regarding junk cars, debris, mowing, etc., to ensure 
compliance. 
Work with Washburn Co. to cooperate with building inspections/ 
inspectors. 
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Solid Waste and Recycling 
Prior to 1969, solid waste management in Washburn County consisted primarily of individuals 
hauling to unsupervised open municipal dumps. Since that time, state and federal codes have 
become more restrictive and nonhazardous household waste is landfilled only in licensed 
facilities. These solid waste disposal sites or landfills are important potential sources of 
groundwater pollution. It was not until approximately 1984 when the costs to comply with state 
codes ultimately forced towns to close dumpsites that could not be upgraded. The municipal 
dump in the Town of Birchwood, which Village of Birchwood residents patronized for their 
garbage disposal, closed at that time. Table 4-1 shows information regarding the old dump in the 
Town of Birchwood. 
 

Table 4-1: Solid Waste Disposal Sites 

Facility Name Legal Description Status 
Birchwood Town Dump SE SE S02 37N 10W Inactive 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

 
Waste removal within the Village of Birchwood is contracted with Republic Services, which 
provides both garbage and recycling pickup services and runs the only private sanitary landfill in 
Washburn County, which is located on CTH D in the Town of Sarona.  
 
The recycling program in Washburn County is a two-tier program that includes curbside 
collection and drop-off recycling centers. Under the current Washburn County Solid Waste 
Ordinance, waste haulers that provide curbside collection of garbage must also provide curbside 
collection of certain recyclables. Curbside collection in rural areas involves storage of 
recyclables in separate compartments of Republic Services trucks. Dropoff sites are aimed at 
persons that do not have curbside garbage collection. There are five drop-off recycling centers in 
Washburn County, two of which take expanded recyclables and one that is a transfer station. 
These facilities are located in the communities of Spooner, Minong, Springbrook, Stone Lake, 
and Long Lake. The Spooner and Minong facilities are the expanded recycling centers, with the 
Minong facility being the only present transfer station in the county. The transfer station in 
Minong serves both the Town and Village of Minong and the Town of Frog Creek. Waste that is 
brought to the station is compacted, loaded into trailers, and taken to the landfill in Sarona for 
final disposal. Recyclables on the other hand are collected and maintained separate from other 
solid waste materials. 
 
Stormwater Management 
Much of the inhabited portions of the village have a storm drain system currently in place. 
 
Over the next 20 years, the village will continue to monitor stormwater runoff. Additional storm 
sewers may be developed in addition to the development of detention ponds by either the village 
or private developers. The development of a stormwater ordinance may be considered in the 
future, based on development factors and effects of stormwater damage. 
 
Emergency Management 
The village board and plan commission share the responsibility of integrating all activities 
necessary to prepare for, respond to, recover from, or mitigate against threatened or actual 
natural, technological, and human-caused emergencies and disasters. The framework of 
emergency management is built around a four-phase cycle: 
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Village Hall/Garages/Shop 
The Village Hall and Police Station are located at 101 N. Main Street. The Village Garage is 
located at located at 102 E Chetac Avenue and includes block construction, six overhead doors, 
concrete floor, electricity, heat, and plumbing on site. In the building adjacent to the Police 
Station, the first bay is used by Birchwood Police, the second, and third bays are used by Public 
Works, and the fourth and sixth bays are rented out as open space warehouse.  
 
The Village Garage and Village Shop are located at 412 Edenharter Road in the Village of 
Birchwood. In addition to hosting Village of Birchwood functions, the village hall also serves as 
a community center where local organizations and clubs can use the large meeting room. The 
location of the Village Hall and Garage are shown on Map 4-2. 
 
Libraries 
Residents of the Village of Birchwood can utilize the library in the Birchwood High School, 
which is open to the public. Residents can also utilize the City of Shell Lake Public Library at 
501 1st Street and the City of Spooner Public Library at 421 High Street, the Rice Lake Public 
Library located at 2 E. Marshall Street, or the Hayward Carnegie Library located at 10538 Main 
Street. 
 
Cemeteries 
Although there is not a cemetery within the village limits, citizens of the village consider the 
cemetery in the Town of Birchwood (Birchwood/Woodlawn Cemetery, located directly south of 
the village) as their main cemetery. The village contributes yearly to help with the cost of 
operations. 
 
Communication Facilities 
Mosaic Technologies and S&K TB Systems provide telecommunications services in the village. 
 
Power Plants, Substations, and Transmission Lines 
There are no power plants (hydro, coal, or nuclear) or substations located in the Village of 
Birchwood, and there are no plans to locate any in the future. 
 
Electric and Gas Utilities 
Xcel Energy is the primary provider of electric services to the Village of Birchwood. 
 
Currently, natural gas is not offered in the Village of Birchwood. The closest natural gas lines are 
located in the Village of Haugen in Barron County. Any future extension of this main line to the 
Village of Birchwood would depend on year-round home heating customers who would be 
willing to pay for the extension. 
 
MEDICAL/HEALTH CARE AND OTHER FACILITIES 
 
Located within the village limits are Birchwood Family Medicine and NorthLakes Community 
Clinic. Birchwood Family Medicine is located at 101 West Loomis Street Suite A. It provides 
primary medical care on a membership basis, but single visit care pricing and services are also 
available. NorthLakes Community Clinic is located at 108 S Main Street, Birchwood and offers 
behavioral health and dental services. 
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Table 4-3: Utility and Community Facilities Timetable 

Village Utilities & 
Community 
Facilities 

Timeframe Identified Needs Notes/Comments 

Water Supply 2024-2027 Second well 
Most residents are 
supplied by village 
public water system 

Onsite Wastewater 
Disposal Facilities - None 

Most residents are 
supplied by the 
village sewer system 

Solid Waste Disposal 
& Recycling - None 

Village has 
residential garbage 
pickup 

Stormwater 
Management - None 

No current needs. 
Continue to maintain 
and update as 
needed 

Law  
Enforcement - None  

Fire &  
Rescue - None 

Village is served by 
the Birchwood Four 
Corners Emergency 
Services District 

Library - None Village is served by 
school library 

Village Hall/ 
Garages/Shop - None  

Communication 
Facilities - None 

Village is served by 
Mosaic and S&K TV 
Systems 

Power Plants & 
Transmission Lines - None Village is served by 

Xcel Energy 
Medical & Health 
Care Facilities - None  

Educational Facilities - None Birchwood School 
District 

Recreation 2024-2027 Reconstruct Tennis 
Court Dowd Foundation 

Senior Care Facilities 2024-2034 
Need assisted living 
program or nursing 
home 

 

Source: Village of Birchwood 
 
Residential, commercial, and manufacturing development is anticipated to continue over the 20-
year planning horizon. As this development occurs, it is important that the overall utility and 
community facilities be developed and enhanced to provide the most feasible and economically 
responsible operation to the village and its residents. 
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Redevelopment and infill of vacant lots is encouraged throughout the community. However, 
much of the commercial and manufacturing development will likely occur on already vacant 
undeveloped land due to the presence of STH 48. 
 
UTILITIES & COMMUNITY FACILITIES GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND 
ACTIONS 
 
A set of recommended goals, objectives, and actions has been developed to assist the village in 
addressing utility and community facilities. 
 
Goal: Maintain and enhance facilities and services, which contribute to the overall well-

being of the village. 

Objective 1: Maintain enhance and/or expand existing public facilities within or shared 
by the village. 

Enhance and/or develop recreational trails and/or trail accesses for 
public use. 
Establish assisted living facility and/or nursing home to serve the village 
and surrounding area. 
Maintain village parks and provide additional parks as population 
expands. 
Renovate or replace the Village Hall. 

 
 Objective 2:  Protect the health, safety, and public welfare of the village. 

Participate in the 5-year update of the Washburn County All Hazards 
Mitigation Plan. 
Maintain the Village of Birchwood Emergency Operations Plan. 

 
Objective 3: Enhance and expand protection and safety services, as the population 

requires. 

Maintain open communication with county and state law enforcement 
agencies to promote cooperation and provide complete coverage of area. 
Provide necessary facilities and funds for ambulance and fire department 
to meet the needs of the growing population. 

 
Objective 4: Coordinate building and sharing of community facilities with adjoining 

jurisdictions whenever possible. 

Support and encourage a health care facility in the Birchwood area by 
providing economic and/or land use incentives. 
Look into funding opportunities with adjoining towns for a Birchwood 
Area Community Center. 
Contact adjoining towns and inventory their community facilities for 
future sharing possibilities. 

 
Objective 5: Maintain and expand public facilities as necessary to provide maximum 

benefit to the village. 
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Expand the water supply and sewerage plant to accommodate growth. 
Enlarge the storm drainage system to incorporate areas in the village not 
currently served. 
Drill additional well(s) as needed. 
Reconstruct the tennis court to be handicap accessible and multi-use. 

 
Objective 6: Establish and maintain high quality parks, open space, and recreational 

services. 

Develop a local comprehensive outdoor recreation plan. 
Incorporate the adopted Village of Birchwood Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan as an attachment into the Village of Birchwood 
Comprehensive Plan. 
Review and update the Village of Birchwood Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan every 5 years. 
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