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The Public Hearing and Plan Commission Committee of the Village of Birchwood 
was held on April 15th, 2025 at 4:30 pm 

at the Birchwood Village Hall, 101 N Main St, Birchwood, WI 54817 
 

MINUTES 
 
Pledge of Allegiance-Recited  
Roll call by Clerk:  Present:  R. VanGilder, B. Boatman, B. Darkow, and P. Parkos—1 vacant seat 
Public Notice: Posted at the Birchwood Post Office, Village Hall, Gary’s Grocery and Village Website and Rice 
Lake Chronotype (Public Hearing Notice) 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Motion by VanGilder 2nd by Boatman to approve current agenda. Carried 4-0. 
2. Call Public Hearing to Order 

a. Public comments on the following proposed zoning change: Bootstrapper Properties LLC, PD 
65-106-2-37-10-25-3 01-000-010000, Village of Birchwood requesting to zone property to a C-1 
to align with land use and permitted use, mini-warehouse. Cooper addressed the Board with 
property background. Zillmer commented that she thought a fence needed to be constructed. 

3. Motion by VanGilder, 2nd by Parkos to close Public Hearing. Carried 4-0. 
4. VanGilder called the Plan Commission Committee Meeting to Order. 
5. Recommendation on Zoning Change- Beffa stated that the Village does have a new fence ordinance, but 

this property is grandfathered in. If the property were to be sold, the fence ordinance would then be 
enforced. Beffa recommended the re-zone to a C-1 to fall in line with current zoning and land use.  

a. Motion by Boatman 2nd by Darkow to approve the zoning change on Bootstrapper Properties 
LLC, PD 65-106-2-37-10-25-3 01-000-010000, requesting to zone property to a C-1 to align 
with land use and permitted use, mini-warehouse. Carried 4-0. This will be sent to the Board of 
Trustees.  

6. Right-of-Way- Access off of Orchard Ave and through Timber Bay property for new road construction. 
Review and discuss the map drafted by MSA and determine the potential new right-of-way and make 
recommendations on what land will need to be purchased and proposed offer price. Discussion on DOT 
requirements for the road- depending on what route Drost is going to use to access his property. Motion 
by Darkow,2nd by VanGilder to make a recommendation to potentially use the right of way map drafted 
by MSA. Carried 4-0. 

7. Retention Pond-Discuss and make recommendations to Village Board on Birch Lakes Storage’s 
proposal in regard to the retention pond and storm water management. VanGilder is in favor of Drost 
building the pond and the Village maintaining it. Darkow asked about monthly sampling requirements. 
Motion by Darkow, 2nd by Parkos to recommend the Board accept the retention pond proposal. Carried 
4-0.  
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8. Snow Plowing Standard Operating Procedure-Review draft Birchwood Snow Plowing Standard 
Operating Procedure. Motion by VanGilder, 2nd by Parkos to send the draft to the BOT for approval. 
Carried 4-0. 

9. Adjournment - Motion by Boatman 2nd by Darkow to adjourn. Carried 4-0. 
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